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fingars, a willingness to talk 1o

plants or having & wily way with
fertilisers, But no, apparently the secret
1o success ps 8 landscape designer is an
ability to listen to your clients. Because
without a clinnt there s no job and
without an ability to communicate
between designer and client there is no
success in design, maintaing Sam Martin,
a New Zealand landscape designer who
is doing very well indaed, thank you, in
London and who also has several projects
on the g in this country,

Aftar a stint working in Christchurch,
during which time he designed the
Camtenbury Agricultural Park, Martin
arrived in Britain in 2001 and set up his
own business, Exterior Architecture, in
London. He believed that New Zealand
landscape architecture could teach the
British a thing or two and since then he's
designed everything from large private
gardens to multimillion-dollar urban
schemes,

Most recently, Martin won the
commission todesign the special New
Zealand section that has recently become
an official part ol Savill Garden.

Near Windsor, it was founded in the
1930s under the patronage of royalty, and
15 described as one of Bntan's greatest
omamental gardens.

Neither a botanical garden nor a
kitchen garden attached 1o a great house,

Y OU'D think it might be about green

Battersea, London, Designed by

Sir Glles Gilbert Scott, who also
dasignad the red talephona box and
what is now the Tate Modern, It's also
on the cover of Pink Floyd's 1977 album,
Animals. | look out my office window at
itand its scale and alegant
monumentality inspire me évery time

The Seagram Building and

podium landscape, New York.

Without a doubt the most
imprassiva highrise bulding | have avar
soan. |twas dasignad by Ludwig Mies
van dar Rohe and it's intricate, yet
simple and vast while unpretentious
Uplifting in @very raspect.

HQ Holden Kingswood station
wagon, circa 1972, aka the
brown Ferrari. This is the family

car that staved in the family for nearly 20

it 15 a garden for the garden's sake,
anjoyed by horticulturalists and
anthusiasts alike.

The New Zealand bit of the garden
began when Queen Elizabeth |l decided
to house the native plants she had been
gifted after a state visit 10 this country, at
Savill. This year it all became official, with
one of the biggest collections of native
New Zealand plants in Britain, as
designed by Martin, its own name — the
New Zealand Garden — even a royal
opening, fronted by the Duke of York,

A0 parallel rule drawing board
by Neolt, italy. In this age of
computers and instant graphics

thore is nothing more satishyng than
sitting down at my drawing board with
an HB pencil and somo skatching paper
1o resolve a design

Echo, by Neil Dawson in the

north quadrangle, Christchurch

Arts Centre. The most simple and
rresmensing piece of sculptura | have
aver sean, To spend a few moments
with no one else in that space,
considering the many views, is truly
wonderful.

Ayrlies Garden, Whitford,
é Howick. Created by Beverley

MeConnell over a 40-year period,
this, to me, is the quintessential Mew

matarial, combined
with the ease in which
it sits in the landscape,
makes this garden an

7 Simply the rnnslt
comtortable thing | own

ahsolute pleasure. 65 Cambridge
Terrace,
Golden Gate Christechurch,
Bridge, San designed by Sir Miles
Francisco Bay, Warren. | had the pleasure of

California. The most
breathtaking man-made object
I have ever sean. To think it was
it with a lirmited life span of
A0 years in 1937 and 18 not
onhy still thera, but
will be for a long
time to come, is
unbelievable
While studying in San
Francisco in the wearly 1990s |
had the pleasure of travelling up the Q
sarvice lift to the top of the south tower.

working on the ground fleor of this
building for Robert Watson Landscape
Architects. | learned a lot there, We
used to look out into the garden and
compound of ancillary buildings behind
what was originally Miles
Warrens office and studio. The
spaces that these buildings
create, both inside and out,
are incredibly delicate and

light. It was the most
wonderful place to have had the
pleasure and privilege towork in,



